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Fig. 1. Record female life expectancy from 1840 to the present. The linear-regression trend is depicted by a bold black line
(slope = 0.243) and the extrapolated trend by a dashed gray line. The horizontal black lines show asserted ceilings on life
expectancy, with a short vertical line indicating the year of publication. The dashed red lines denote projections .

of female life expectancy in Japan published by the United Nations in 1986, 1999, and 2001: It is encouraging that
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