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Diversity & inclusion seminar for Yokohama, local org employees

The International Affairs Bureau presented a 3-day seminar in November for 28
employees from the city and partner organizations. The program explored approaches
and practices to promoting diversity and inclusion as part of career development and
social networking, and incorporated talks from experts, actual field work, and group
activities. Participants gained insights across a wide range of subjects related to diversity
and inclusion initiatives, and had the opportunity to share ideas about what they had
learned and brainstorm ways they could promote similar local initiatives in the future.
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Kakehashi Project students from U.S., Canada learn about KOBRBEOVEDEL STz HEL L
Yokohama during exchange program visit FERAFEOhFELT,

On January 26, Yokohama welcomed twenty-six U.S. students with outstanding
Japanese speech contest achievements and Canadian students studying Japanese who
were visiting Japan as part of the “Kakehashi Project” for 2023. The grassroots
exchange program, which translates to “bridge-building,” is administered by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and promotes exchange between Japan and North America.

The morning of their visit to Yokohama, the students attended a presentation
highlighting the advantages of living and working in the city, and took a boat tour of
the city’s port. Many students had expressed interest in working in Japan in the future,
and one said, “getting to know Yokohama made me realize it’s one option to explore.” F#IT. HEEEBBGOEI—I2HET A
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Later, the students met with "
their peers enrolled at the Inter- |
University Center for Japanese
Studies. Last year, one Kake-

hashi Project student went on

to study there and later work in
Yokohama. We will continue to
promote the city’s advantages to
the next generation.
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