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“Inspiring Japan -through Diplomats’ Eyes 2024” photo exhibit

Inspiring Japan -through Diplomats’ Eyes 2024, held at the Yokohama Red Brick

Warehouse, concluded on February 9. The exhibit featured photos taken by

ambassadors to Japan and other diplomats of various countries.

Yokohama displayed original works by picture book artist and author Toshiki Sawada
as well as traditional African clothing in connection to the upcoming

Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD9).
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Africa Culture and Sports Event a success

The Africa Culture and Sports Event, featuring
exhibits, lectures, and a panel discussion, was
held on February 1 in preparation for TICAD9
in Yokohama, August 2025.
Display booths from various organizations
showcased Swabhili language lessons and
shared the lives, cultures and environments of
people of African countries. The lectures featured a talk about Tanzania and a panel discussion on how sports are used in the
development of human resources. Visitors who came to the event commented that they learned something new about African
countries and many expressed hope for further opportunities like this. Yokohama City will continue to plan events where
African culture can be experienced up close.
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African Stage, event held February 9 “African Stage,” an event

leading up to the 9th Tokyo
International  Conference
on African Development in Yokohama, August 2025, welcomed many people who
came and enjoyed African culture through music and fashion.

On the stage, there were numerous musical performances, a fashion show
featuring kimono made with fabrics from Africa, and a talk show led by Cameroon-
born and Japan-raised Rene Hoshino.

Many people stopped to listen to the African music program, which showcased a
group of musicians from Senegal playing the traditional instrument “kora,” Toin
Gakuen Secondary School’s brass band, and Sakuraoka Elementary School’s sixth
grade student choir.

There were also several booths, where visitors were able to purchase African
goods, sample Angolan coffee, buy objects made with reused fabric from students
of Yokohama Shogyo High School’s Y-Kokusai program, and more.

Visitors later said that this event gave them a chance to experience different
cultures of African countries and motivated them to learn more.
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