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The 2024 Paris Summer Olympics and Paralympic Games. A place where people overcome their
differences in culture, nationality, and other obstacles, respect each other and compete with a spirit of fair

play through sports. It felt that the world peace we had always hoped for had come true and the world
seemed to be as one. ‘

Yet, as we look around the world, wars and conflicts continue to happen. While the dreamlike celebration
is taking place in Paris, children our age are losing their lives at the same moment. There are poor children
around the world who cannot get enough nutrition, children who want to leam but cannot go to school, and
children who suffer because their existence is not respected. How many people think about these children,
take it to heart, and try to act accordingly?

Let’s get to know people who have different opinions, leam to see things from a different point of view,
respect the opinions of minority, and value the people around us. As children, there are many things we

can do. The future of world peace is in the hands of each and every one of us.

We want the world to hear our voice. We will think and act to achieve world peace. Believe in a united world.

2024 Yokohama Children’s International Peace Program Members

ETREFELE-RAVE-2024

2024 5. TNNUZUVEYD « NSUVEYD ), ZR—VYERBLT, Xt - B8 - EEREODEL)
ERDHEZ, BVWEBEL, JIPJU—DBMEE > THRNEDE. TESOSHES. BEH TR
FEBORBZHDE. €T Tl REBDEHEITTINS MEREF HRIRL., HEHS—DICBE>T
NBRDICHELE LE.

LDL, HRERET C. B ORBEBEDSTHRNTNET, /NI TBOXDSBREHEMTOHN T
DBEIC, AEBERURIBBODFEERLHBAMEBZELTNDDTT, BETHABREKEZECNZL)
FEBEHB, FURKTEEFRICVDBNFEEED, FRZEESNTE LATNDFEELEEHITER
PICNBDTY., ZONEFEBLBEDCEE, —K ENEITOAPBIDCEELTEZ, T8IL
FK2ELTNBDTUL& DD,

BROERRMEDADCEERNSDETDCE, BREBEFHCMBERDIC L. VHOEREEEID
CE BRICVNBAZRINICTDCE, FEBTHINMEBICE, TERICERFELSABNET, TN
Po@ TR E REH—AVEDDFICOERSNTNDDTT,

EDULTES, BRICIEARZY, THRYER EXRIRITDICHIC. AEHBEBZ. TEILET. HRIFE
SE—DICRBEBELT,

THOEE XCRPFFEFECEBRFNTIOTSAFEEERTER




October 11, 2024
His Excellency Mr. Anténio Guterres,
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Your Excellency,

~ On behalf of the 3.77 million residents of the City of Yokohama, | would like to express my heartfelt
respect to you and to the people of the United Nations for your relentless effort for international
peace.

The City of Yokohama has a long history of international exchange with different cities around the
world to promote international peace and international cooperation. In recognition of the city’s
efforts and contribution, the United Nations designated Yokohama as a “Peace Messenger City” in
1987.

Every summer, the city organizes the “Yokohama Children’s International Peace Speech Contest”
where the city’s elementary and junior high school students present their ideas on the theme “What
I want to do for international peace” to reflect on the 17 SDGs. Approximately 42,000 elementary
and junior high school students participated in this year’s activity.

Last year, the Yokohama Children's International Peace Fund raised 7,298,347 yen (around $51,000)
through the efforts of children in Yokohama. The amount will be entrusted to UNICEF to be used to
support children around the world.

At present, the world faces a variety of challenges, from climate change to deepening world divisions
and conflicts. To confront these issues, collaboration between countries and regions is indispensable.
In 2027, just before the target year 2030 for the achievement of the SDGs, the City of Yokohama will
hold “GREEN X EXPO 2027, a world exposition designed to address the global issue of climate
change and to promote symbiosis between people and the natural environment. Through this
exposition, Yokohama will accelerate its efforts to bring forth a sustainable and green society, and
will use this special opportunity to further strengthen its global partnership and make a significant
contribution to the achievement of the SDGs in Japan and the rest of the world.

It is my hope that this visit by the Yokohama Children Peace Messengers will in time become a great
force to the realization of a society in which all people can lead safe and prosperous lives.

Sincerely yours,

Takeharu Yamaviaka, Ph. D
Mayor o]‘c Yokohama

<> CITY OF YOKOHAMA

6-50-10 Hon-cho, Naka-ku, Yokochama 231-0005
3 Japan
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