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Bali mynah conservation project
Emi Sunaga

Zoorasia

ABSTRACT

Background

The Bali mynah {Leucopsar rothschildi) is an endemic bird species
inhabits in Bali islands and listed up as a critical endanéered species by
International Union for Conservation Nature (JUCN). This bird was first
recorded by scientists Dr. Baron Stressmann in 1911, Even at that time,
the habitat was restricted to an area of northwest Bali. Despite of being
in danger of extinction, the wild population had decreased drastically
during 1980s due to the habitat destruction andpoaching. In 2006, an
extinction of the wild population was widely alerted although several
attempts to preserve this species had been conducted. Fortunately,
attempts of re-introduction project have been continued, and
inhabitation of some of the released birds has been verified.
Nevertheless, the size of the potentially settled population is very smail
and thus the endanger situation of this birds has never been improved
significantly.

We started to raise the Bali mynah in 1976 at a zoo of Yokohama,
and have been playing an important role of conservation manager of this
species in Japan and conducting an ex-situ conservation since 1988.
Along with a success in captive breeding, the number of Bali mynah in
Japan became more than 100 in 2000s, and we have started to support

re-introduction project in Indonesia since 2003.

Re-introduction activities we have supported
1. Supply of zoo-raised birds

We have supplied 125 zoo-raised birds to Indonesia by 2013. Most
of the birds were used as breeding parents in several Indonesian

breeding centers, and their offspring have been released into the




protected areas.

Since 2004, our project has been supported by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), resulting in the following major
achievements.

2. Establishment of the collaboration and network for conservation of
Bali mynah and reduction of the cases of illegal hunting.

3. Improvement of conservation technology (breeding, health care,
monitoring) in Taman National Bari barat(TNBB). i

4. Activation of the environmental conservation activities.

5. Develop of genetic analysis technology.

6. Formulation of Grand Design (2013-2017) for recovering wild
population of Bali mynah

In the background of those achievements, there were significant
contributions and supports of related stakeholders. We recognize that
the most important achievement of our 10 years’ cooperation is that we
have established a foundation on which mutual collaborations among

these stakeholders in Indonesia has initiated.

Future activities and conclusion

Following the Grand Design, additional birds were released into a
new protected area of TNBB in Dec. 2013, and the breeding among the
released birds there was observed in 2014. We are going to carry out
monitoring for the released birds and try to improve the Grand Design
using the obtained data. In order to recover of the population of wild Bali
mynah, we think it is the most important to continue improving the
Grand Design under a collaborative structure among related stakeholders

in Indonesia.
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Preservation and Research Center (PRC), City of YOKOHAMA, JAPAN
ks-hansyoku@city.yokohama.jp

Abstract: Bali mynah (Leucopsar rothschildi) is the endemic bird in Bali islands and listed up as
critical endangered species by IUCN. In 2003, Republic of Indonesia and City of YOKOHAMA
concluded the contract “MEMORANDOM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF
FORESTRY OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN ON THE PROJECT TO RETURN THE BALI MYNAH TO ITS NATURAL
HABITAT”. Based on this contract, 125 Bali Mynahs bred in PRC have been returned to Indonesia
from YOKOHAMA during 2004 - 2013.

In addition, PRC perform the technical cooperation project in regards to the breeding technique of
Bali Mynah, monitoring technique of the birds, DNA analysis technology, and other activities to
improve their habitat in collaboration with JICA since 2004.

Now, Bali Mynah is stably bred in the breeding facility in TNBB. Furthermore, Conservation action
by the villagers around TNBB was started. In 2013, the birds were released based on new conservation
plan “GRAND DESIGN”, breeding among the released birds were observed. Furthermore,

Conservation action by the villagers around TNBB was started.

Key words: Leucopsar rothschildi, TNBB, re-introduction, GRAND DESIGN
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